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parents and to the people of her adopted country "by her
indifference to his terrible fate, and by the frivolity with
which she bore her widowhood, not a little of which was
spent at the gaming tables of Monte-Carlo in the gayest
mourning costumes possible; a circumstance which horrified
Queen Victoria, who was at that time at Nice, and natur-
ally cruelly embittered the bereaved and sorrowing mother,
Empress Elizabeth, who, robed in deepest black, was at
Cap-Martin, endeavoring to recover her health, which had
been absolutely shattered by the tragedy.
All these things led to the crown princess being regarded
with deep disfavor in Austria. Difficulties were raised with
regard to her rank and precedence at court, and the ani-
mosity manifested towards her was such at Vienna, and
elsewhere in the dual empire, that she found it preferable
to spend the greater part of her time abroad. She was not,
however, permitted to take her little daughter with her,
and thus the young archduchess may be said to have
grown up altogether away from her mother, whom she saw
for barely two months of the year, and then more as a
visitor and a stranger, than as a relative who had any
voice in the ordering of her life.
If, then, this control of the minor princes and princesses
of his dynasty is insisted upon to such an extent by the
aged Emperor of Austria, the kindliest, most warni-hearted
and sympathetic of old men, always prone to patient for-
bearance and indulgence, it will be readily understood that
it is exercised to its fullest extent by Emperor William, in
whose character tthe tendency to autocracy, and the spirit
of command, is far more developed than in his brother
monarch. Indeed, he not only claims the right to act as
the chief guardian of the junior members of the reigning
house of Prussia, of which he is the head, but likewise of

